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What  It  Means  for  the  State  Education
System and Private Tuition
From 1st January 2025, VAT will be applied to private schools in the UK, a
change that could have far-reaching consequences for both the private and state
education systems. This new tax is expected to make private education more
expensive,  pushing  many  families  to  reconsider  whether  they  can  continue
affording private school fees. As a result, there may be an increase in demand for
state  school  places,  potentially  putting  additional  strain  on  an  already
overstretched  system.

Impact on State Schools
As families turn to state schools due to the rising cost of private education, the
knock-on effect could be significant. State schools are already managing large
class sizes and limited resources, and a surge in student numbers could lead to
even more overcrowded classrooms. This could affect the quality of education,
with teachers struggling to provide the individual attention students need. In this
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environment,  student  outcomes  and  well-being  may  suffer,  creating  further
disparities within the education system.

The  increased  pressure  on  state  schools  could  also  deepen  educational
inequalities. Parents who previously opted for private education due to smaller
class sizes may now look for other ways to supplement their children’s learning,
potentially turning to private tuition as a solution.

Increase in Private Tuition
As  state  schools  become more  crowded,  it’s  likely  that  demand for  private
tuition  will  rise.  Many  parents,  concerned  about  their  child’s  ability  to  get
adequate support in larger classes, may seek out tutors to provide personalised,
one-on-one attention in key subjects like maths and English. Private tutoring
offers a way to bridge the gap between the advantages of private schooling and
the challenges of a stretched state system.

Additionally,  the  growth  of  online  tuition  has  made  private  tutoring  more
accessible than ever, offering a flexible and cost-effective alternative to private
school  fees.  For  many  families,  private  tuition  may  become the  new middle
ground—offering personalised support without the high cost of full-time private
education.

What’s Next?
As  VAT  is  applied  to  private  schools  in  January  2025,  the  UK’s  education
landscape is set to shift. State schools may face increased pressure, while private
tutoring  is  likely  to  become more  popular  as  parents  seek  to  ensure  their
children receive the support they need. The government will need to address how
best to support the state system to avoid widening educational inequality and
ensure that all students can access quality education, regardless of the school
they attend.


