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In 2024, artificial intelligence (AI) and technology are playing an increasingly
prominent role in UK classrooms, revolutionising how students learn and how
teachers teach. With advancements in edtech tools,  AI-driven platforms, and
online  learning  resources,  the  traditional  classroom is  evolving  into  a  more
dynamic and personalised learning environment.

The Role of AI in Education
AI is making it possible for schools to provide more individualised learning
experiences. Tools like AI-powered tutors and adaptive learning platforms can
assess a student’s strengths and weaknesses in real-time, tailoring content to
their specific needs. This allows students to progress at their own pace, ensuring
they  fully  grasp  a  concept  before  moving  on.  For  teachers,  AI  can  help  by
automating time-consuming tasks such as marking, freeing up more time to focus
on lesson planning and student engagement.

Additionally, AI tools like chatbots and virtual teaching assistants can provide
immediate feedback to students, keeping them engaged in learning even outside
the classroom. These technologies are also useful in remote learning settings,
where  students  can  access  support  and  resources  without  needing  constant
teacher supervision.
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The Rise of Edtech Tools
The UK has seen a surge in edtech platforms offering a variety of educational
resources, from interactive quizzes to virtual reality (VR) lessons. These tools
make learning more engaging, especially for subjects like science and history,
where VR can transport students to ancient civilisations or inside the human
body. Platforms like Google Classroom and Microsoft Teams have also become
staples for organising lessons, setting homework, and encouraging collaborative
projects.

The  rise  of  blended  learning—a  combination  of  in-person  and  online
teaching—has allowed students to benefit from the best of both worlds. With
online resources complementing traditional classroom instruction, students have
greater flexibility in how they learn and revise.

Challenges and Opportunities
While  the  integration  of  AI  and  technology  in  education  presents  exciting
opportunities, it also comes with challenges. Not all schools have equal access to
the latest technology, potentially widening the digital divide between students.
Additionally,  teachers  must  adapt  to  using these  tools  effectively,  which can
require significant professional development.

However, when implemented well, AI and technology can enhance education by
making it more engaging, personalised, and flexible. As technology continues
to advance, the future of UK education looks set to offer even more innovative
ways to support students’ learning journeys.


